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sions. In tact, in this case of Hinchliffe's I was on the
look out for ^ dodge of some kind. But really it was
quite simple. The symptoms could only have been
caused by strychnine or tetanus, lock-jaw, as we used
to call it. You can't possibly miss strychnine if it's
present in the organs, and you must remember that I
was definitely looking for it. There simply wasn't a trace
of strychnine or any other poison. Tetanus was the only
alternative.
" Ot course, Hinchliffe would probably have lived
if Oldland had been called in earlier. Inoculation in
the early stages would almost certainly have saved him.
The coroner made some pretty forcible remarks about
that, d$ you may remember, if you read the report of
the inquest."
" Maybe the business was a lot more suspicious than
Sir Alured knows about/' Hanslet muttered with his
pipe in his mouth,
" My only connection with the case was in the capa-
city of expert witness/' said Faversham. M I only saw
the various people concerned at the inquest. What
do you know about it, Superintendent?"
*' Quite a lot, one way and another/' replied Hanslet,
grinning broadly. " We do get to know things at the
Yard, now and then. The coroner tipped us the wink,
and we were busy making a few inquiries while you
were cutting up the body, Sir Alured/'
" Would it be indiscreet to inquire what you learned
as a result of those inquiries?" Dr. Priestley asked.
" Well, Professor, we aren't supposed to give away
official secrets, as you know. But there's no harm in
telling you two gentlemen. You won't repeat anything
outside this room, I'm sure. And, anyhow, I needn't
go into details,
" The way we looked at it was this. If it turned
out that Hinchliffe had died of poison, it looked very